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This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of 



. sheets, including this cover sheet. 



I 1 This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
1 — 1 been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70. 16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of 



. sheets. 
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1 2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
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| \ the claims, Nos. 



j | the drawings, sheets/fig 
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filed with the demand, 
filed with the letter of 
filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed, 

, as amended under Article 19, 

, filed with the demand, 

filed with the letter of 
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m This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not beerr mad* s mce they have been considered 
L-J to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 
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I V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



6-8,13,14,16,17,22,23 YES 
1-5, 9, 10-12,15,18-21,24 NO 

YES 
NO 



1-24 



1-24 



YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

Reference is made to the following document: 

Dl: US-A-5959989 (Gleeson B J et al) 28 September 
1999 (28.09.1999) 

1. Claim 1 does not meet the requirements of PCT 

Article 33(2). The reasons for this are as follows: 

Document Dl discloses (the references in parentheses 
relate to said document) a method (cf . column 5, 
line 51 - column 7, line 11) for transmitting 
broadcasting formation (cf. multicast messages) sent 
to a central communications unit (cf. the multicast 
network device MND) to subscriber connections (cf . 
"entities") associated with at least one 
decentralised communications unit (cf . "intermediate 
devices") via at least one communications network 
(cf. figure 1A, figure 2A) 

- wherein, to transmit information that is specific 
to the subscriber connection, proceeding from the 
central communications unit, at least one virtual 
connection that is specific to the subscriber 
connection is established via the communications 
network, via the at least one decentralised 
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communications unit to/via each communications 
connection (cf. "VLAN designations"), 
-at least one further virtual connection is 
established between the central communications unit 
and the at least one decentralised communications 
unit (cf . the multicast VLAN identification MVLAN 
ID) , 

- the broadcasting information for a plurality of 
subscriber connections is examined in the central 
communications unit as to whether at least a portion 
of said broadcasting information is to be 
transmitted to a plurality of subscriber connections 
of the at least one decentralised communications 
unit (cf. column 6, lines 1-11), and 
- the at least one portion of the broadcasting 
information for a plurality of subscriber 
connections is transmitted via the at least one 
further virtual connection to the at least one 
decentralised communications unit, is copied there, 
and is transmitted via the plurality of subscriber 
connections (cf. column 6, line 11 - column 7, line 
11) • 

The subject matter of claim 1 is therefore not novel 
(PCT Article 33 (2) ) . 

Claims 19 and 24 define a communications device and 
a communications arrangement respectively having 
substantially the same subject matter as claim 1. 
Similar objections (PCT Article 33(2)) therefore 
apply • 

Dependent claims 2-18 and 20-23 do not contain any 
additional features which, in combination with the 
features of any claim to which they refer, meet the 
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PCT requirements for novelty (PCT Article 33 (2) ) or 
inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)), because the 
respective additional features are standard measures 
in the art and/or are already known from document 
Dl. 
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